ee 


4 


Twenty-Fourth Annual Meeting 


# 


COLUMBIA BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 


2 


MAINTAINING — 


, 


“ The unity of God; the existence of three equal persons in the Gedhead; the 
just condemnation and total depravity of all mankind by the fall of our first pa- 
rents ; eternal, personal, and unconditional election; the proper Divinity of our 
Lord Jesus Christ; the —— of his atonement, and its special relation to the 

| cation by the imputed righteousness of Christ alone ; 
of the: saints ; believers’ baptism by immersion only; 

ile Se sige to baptized believers, regularly admitted to. 
church fellowship ; ; the resurrection of the body, and general judgment ; the final 
happiness of the saints, and misery of the wicked, alike interminable; the obliga- 
tion of every intelligent creature to love God supremely, to believe what God says, 
and practise what God commands; and the Divine inspiration of the Scriptures’ of 
the Old and New Toataments, as the complete and infallible rule of faith and 
practice :” 


HELD, BY APPOINTMENT, 


SECOND EBENEZER MEETING 


: 


LOUDON COUNTY, VIRGINIA, 
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‘CONSTITUTION 


COLUMBIA BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 


Art. 1: This Association shall be known by the name of the CoLum- 
BIA BapTisT ASSOCIATION. : | 
Apt 2. As an Association is a body unknown in the Scriptures, but 
is formed in the exercise of Christian prudence, for the purpose of ob- 
taining a more general acquaintance with the state of the churches— 
maintaining a friendly intercourse with each other—giving advice in 
cases of difficulty—supplying destitute churches—guarding against in- 
novations, &c., this Association shall exercise no authority over the several 
churches; but shall regard them as entirely independent—shall give full 
credit to their acts—and shall never pass any censure or animadversion 
thereon. | : 

Art. 3. The churches belonging to this Association shall be such as 
hold the following doctrines, viz: The unity of God; the existence of 
three equal persons in the Godhead ; the just condemnation and total 
depravity of all mankind, by the fall of our first parents ; eternal, 
personal, and unconditional election ; the proper Divinity of the Lord 
Jesus Christ ; the necessity of his atonement, and its special relation to 
the sins of the elect only; justification by the imputed righteousness of 
Christ alone; effectual calling ; perseverance of the sarnts ;. believers’ 
baptism by immersion only ; the Lord's Supper a privilege peculiar to 
baptized believers regularly admitted to church fellowship ; the reswr- 
rection of the body, and general judgment ; the final happiness of the 
saints, and misery of the wicked, alike interminable; the obligation of 
every intelligent creature to love God supremely, to believe what God 
says, and practise what God commands ; and the Divine inspiration of 

the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, as the complete and in- 
fallible rule of faith and practice. Of BEC | 

Art: 4; Any church desirous of being received into this Association, 
shall ‘make application by letter, and give an explicit and satisfactory de- 
claration of her faith and practice; and any church departing from the 
articles of faith expressed in this Constitution, shall be excluded from the 
privileges of the Association. a 
Art. 5. The Association shall receive no charge brought by one 
church against a sister church, unless the church bringing such charge 
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shall have pursued a course of conduct towards the other, similar to that 
commanded in the 18th chapter of Matthew with regard to individual 
members. 


Art. 6. The Association shall meet on Thursday preceding the 4th 


Lord’s-day of August, in each year, at such place as shall have been de- 
signated by the Association at the preceding meeting, Every church 
shall have the privilege of sending three Messengers, who shall be en- 
titled to vote in all cases; byt no proxies shall ever be received, — It js 
expected that each church will send a letter to the Association, containing 
the names of the Messengers appointed; her numbers baptized ; received 
by letter; restored; dismissed by letter; excluded ; deceased; and the 
total number belonging to her communion. 

Art, 7. The officers of the Association shall be a Moderator, Clerk, 
and Treasurer; all of whom shall be chosen by hallot; the first annual- 
ly, and to continue in office until a new election ; the others to remain in 
office during the pleasure of the Association, 

ArT. 8. It shall be the duty of the Moderator to preside in the Asso- 
ciation during its session; to preserve order ; Propose questions, and an- 
nounce the decisions of the Association ; but, except on questions of order, 


he shall never speak himself upon subjects before the Association, unless _ 


he shall call some other member to fill the chair for the time; and then 
he shall be governed by the same rules and restrictions ag other members, 
ArT. 9. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep a true minute of all 
the proceedings of the Association, and prepare the same for publication, 
fs the Association shall direct. 
Art, 10. It shall be the duty of the ‘Treasurer to talze charge of alj 


the moneys of the Association, to pay the same, or any part thereof, at . 


any and all times, to the order of the Association, which order shall al, 
ways he furnished him in writing, signed by the Clerk; to keep a regu- 
Jar account of all receipts and disbursements, and present it for examina: 
tion, annually, to the Association. on 
Ar?T. 11. Whenever any church shall desire counsel from the Asso- 
ciation, it is expected that she will state the case by way of query, in her 
letter ; and the Association may give the best advice in her power thereon, 
provided such advice shall not be considered in the least degree binding 
upon any churgh ; nevertheless, ho query shall be aeted upon by the Asso- 
elation, which has not first been deliberately considered by the church from 
which it comes, without her being able to obtain satisfaction thereon, 
ART. 12, Alterations and amendments to this Constitution may be 
made by a proposition agreed to by a majority of the members present at 
@ne meeting, and confirmed by two-thirds of the members present at the 
hextannual mecting, subsequent ‘a that at which the proposition was made, 
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RULES OF DECORUM. 


wy Agr. 1. When the Association convenes for business, it shall be oper’ 
éd and closed by prayer. | | 

Art. 2. The Constitution and Rules of Decorum shall be read by 
the Clerk at the opening of the Association, and lie on the table for the 
perusal of the members. | : 

Ant. 3. The Clerk shall call over the names of the members as often 

ps the Association may require. | = 
«” . Arr. 4. Each speaker shall rise from his seat and address the Mode- 
' | A@Aator; he shall strictly adhere to the subject under immediate considera~ 
~ tion, and shall not be allowed to speak more than three times to’ one sub- 
ject, without permission from the Association. Bes 

Art. 5. Every motion, made and seconded, shall come under the con- 
sideration of the Association, unless it be withdrawn by the mover. | 

Art. 6. Every query sent to the Association’ shall be twice read; and 
if it be decided by a majority of votes to consider the same, it shall be 
discussed ; if not, it shall be withdrawn _ ) 

Art. 7. Only one person’ shall speak at a time; and when two of 
more members rise to speak, at nearly the same moment, the Moderator. 
shall decide who is entitled to the preférence. | 

Art. 8. When a member in speaking has occasion t6 mention the 
name of another member, he shall use the appellation of brother. | | 

F Art. 9. The Moderator shall not interrupt any mentber in, or prohi- 
bit him from, speaking, unless he break these rules, ze: | 

Arr. 10. Any thing debated in this Assembly, which may not be | 
thought proper to appear on the Minutes, may be expunged by a majo+ 
rity of two-thirds of the members present. : 
Art. 11, Alterations, additions, or amendments, may be made at any 
time to the foregoing rules, by a majority of the members present. 


ED 


| THURSDAY, August 24th, 1843. . ae a 


1. The Association met at the 2d Ebenezer-Church, Loudon 
county, Va., at 11 o’clock, A. M. Introductory sermon by brother 
Brown, from Matthew x: 28. | met 7 

9. The business of the Association was opened by singing and 
prayer, and the constitution and rules of decorum read; after which, 
the letters from the churches were read, and the names of their Mes- 
sengers enrolled, as follows : ' : . 
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a) 3. Brother O. B. Brown chosen Moderator, and brother Robert H. 


| Payne, Clerk. 

4. Communications and Messengers from corresponding Associa- 
tions, as follows: at 
~ Baltimore Association, Brother Jones, and letter. 

Salem’ Union} Elders Joseph T. Massey, George W. Latham, 
Traverse D. Herndon, Benjamin H. Benton, Timothy P. Ropes, 
and Joseph Baker ; and brethren Richard Rogers, Humphrey Shep- 
herd; Kimble G. Hicks, and William C. Kerfoot. 

Dover, Goshen, Shiloh, No communication. 
5, Ministering brethren and Messengers from. corresponding As- 
sociations were invited to seats. 

6. ACommittee was appointed to examine the minutes of Corres- 
ponding Associations. 6 

71. The Messengers of the 2d Ebenezer Church were appointed a 


Committee to arrange the preaching. 
8. Brethren Clarke and Gibson were appointed a Committee to 


audit the Treasurer’s account. i 

9. Brethren Kingsford and Ogilvie were appointed a Committee 
to prepare a digest of the letters of the Churches. | 

10. The circular letter prepared by brother Brown was called 
for, read, and referred to a committee of brethren Kingsford, Ogilvie, 
Jones, and Marders. 

11. Resolved, ‘That our next Association be held with the Church 
at Broad Run, Fauquier county, Va., about six miles northeast of 


Warrenton, and near to New Baltimore. 
12, Brother Marders appointed to write the corresponding letter. 


Adjourned till to-morrow morning, half-past nine o’clock. 
Prayer by brother Ogilvie. 


FRIDAY MORNING, August 25th. 


Met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by brother Baker. 
13. The Committee appointed to audit the Treasurer’s account 

were instructed to receive the contributions of the Churches. 
“14. Brother Kingsford was appointed to preach the introductory 
sermon at the next meeting of the Association, and brother Marders 


his alternate. 

15. Brother Marders appoint 
16. Messengers were appointe 
follows : 

Dover, Minutes. 
- Goshen, Minutes. | 

Shiloh, Brethren Ogilvie, Bennet, Gibson, Adams, and Smith ; 
and from the fact that our sister Association has not sent us a com- 
munication for three years, the Messengers are directed to ascertain 
whether she wishes a continuance of the correspondence. 


ed to write the next circular letter. 
d to Corresponding Associations, as 


a sce ich a 


ox ist 


- Columbia Baptist Association in account with B. Hixon, Treasurer. 
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Baltimore, Brethren Brown and Clarke. : 
Salem Union, Elders Brown, Ogilvie, and Marders, and brethren 
Grady, Hixon, Powell, Rogers, and Keane. " 
17. The following Visitation Meetings were appointed, viz: af 
_ Latile River, To commence on the Friday before the first Lord’s 
day in July; brethren Brown, Ogilvie, Jones, and Marders to attend, _ 
Rock Hill, To commence on the Friday before the fifth Lord’s 
day in October; brother Marders to attend. : eol bal 
Jerusalem, 'To commence on the Friday before the fifth Lord’s 
day in March ; brother Bennet to attend. ‘at 
18. Ordered, That the Clerk receive $10 for his services. 
19. Ordered, That 750 copies of the Minutes be printed ; that the 
Moderator and Clerk superintend the printing and distribution ; and 
that $20 be appropriated to defray the expense of printing. Tou 
20. ‘The Corresponding Letter, prepared by brother Marders, was 


called for, read, and adopted. 


21. Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of the Association be 
presented to our brethren and friends of this neighborhood, for the 
hospitality and Christian kindness with which they have received and 
entertained us during our meeting. | 

22. Resolved, unanimously, That it be recommended to all the 
Churches, to keep at all times in the pulpits of their meeting houses, _ 
a Bible and hymn book ; and that it be recommended to the ministers. 
to read a chapter of the holy Scriptures at all meetings for public 
worship. | 

23. Resolved, unanimously, That the Churches of this Associa« 
tion be recommended and solicited to institute and encourage prayer 
meetings amongst them. | | | 

24, The Committee appointed to audit the Treasurer’s account, 
report, that the balance of sixteen dollars and one cent, in the hands 
of the ‘Treasurer, as per statement, is correct, viz: 


| Cr. 
By balance at the meeting in 1842, per report, 
‘* eontributions from the churches jn 1842, - .-. 49 00 


‘ 
é 
a 
rhe) 
= 


_ $51 01 | 
Dr. ' wer | 
To cash for printing the Minutes in 1842, - . $25 00 
*¢ ditto to the Clerk, per order, in 1842, - - - .10 00 
Balance, . - - - 1601 
| | 51.01 
August 24, 1843, : 


_ They also report the contributions from the churches for the pre- 
sent year as follows : Little River, 84; Back Lick, $3; First Wash- 
ington, $5; Alexandria, $5; Grove, $3; Rock Hill, $2 50; 


| 
| 
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Zoar, 5; Fredericksburg, $2; Brent Town, $1 50; Broad Run, 
#3; Jerusalem, $2; Goose Creek, $5; 2d Ebenezer, $5 25; 
making together, $46 25, which, with the above balance of $16 OF, 
makes the amount of $62 26 now in the hands of the ‘Treasurer. 

The report was received and adopted. | 

95. Resolved, That the constitution and rules of decorum be print- 
ed with the minutes. | | 

26. Resolved, That $25 out of the funds remaining in the Treasu- 
rer’s bands, after the expenses and appropriations of the Association 
are met, be paid to the Treasurer of the Missionary Society: of the 
Columbia Baptist Association. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, ten o'clock. 

Prayer by brother Kingsford. 


SATURDAY MORNING, August 26th. 


Met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by brother Ropes. 
97, The Committee appointed to examine the circular letter, report, 


‘that the general sentiments of the letter are correct and excellent ;- 


yet there are some points about the correctness of which the commit- 
tee are doubtful ; but recommend that the letter be printed in the mi- 
nutes as it is, and that the brethren read and judge for themselves. 

28. The Committee appointed to prepare a compend on the state 
of the Churches, report as follows :: 

Little River—Have nothing of importance to communicate, but con- 
tinue to enjoy brotherly love, and harmony within their borders. 

Back Lick—No important change has taken place amongst them 
since last Association. ‘They continue to have the Gospel preached to 
them on the second Sabbath in every month, and are at peace among 
themselves. © | 

First Washington.—Wave had the privilege of receiving, by baptism, 
twelve since the last Association. They are favored with the regular 
preaching of the Gospel, maintain prayer meetings, and have an inte- 


resting Bible Class and Sabbath School. They also contribute to the“ 


support of the American and Foreign Bible Society, the Foreign and 
Domestic Missionary Societies, and always desire to be found actively en- 
gaged in every\good word and work. 

“Alexandria.—Desire to recognise the kind and gracious hand of their 
Heavenly Father, in safely conducting them through the trials of another 
associational year. ‘They are now in full possession of their Meeting- 
house, which they have put ina state of thorough repair. ‘Their acces- 
sions to the Church have been encouraging, and they have been enabled 
to throw in their mite to the benevolent institutions of the day. They 


complain, however, that their standard of piety is by far too low, and pray — 


the Lord will revive his work in the midst of them. ‘They have a Sun- 
day School, and an interesting and flourishing Bible Class, | 
Grove.—They sing of mercy and judgment. They have been brought 
low, but the Lord has raised them up. They have received nearly diphty 
by baptism, over whom they rejoice and praise God, Their pastor has 
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been severely afilicted, but.they hope the Lord will soon re-establish his 
strength, and enable him fully to resume his labors of love amongst them, 
Rock Hill.—They complain of the disorganizing spirit of anti-mis- 
sionism, which has brought trouble and distress within their borders; 
though they have reason to bless God that they have been enabled to keep 
fast hold of His trath, and retain their visibility asa Church. They ask 
the prayers of their brethren. © , 
4oar.— They rejoice that there are no contentions amongst them, but 
that they are united in brotherly love and Christian esteem. They have 
received a few by baptism during the past year. 7 “ 
Fredericksburg.—Lament that they have not had the benefit of a stated 
supply for the past year; but pray that God will be pleased soon to send 
them a pastor after is own heart..They have an interesting Sabbath 
School, and do something for the various benevolent institutions of the 
day. ‘They ask the prayers and sympathies of their associated brethren. 
Brent Town.—Speak very despondingly, and are ready to say, “by 
whom shall Jacob arise, for he is small.” In this the day of their adver- 
sity, they implore the sympathy, prayers, and aid of the Association. 
Broad Run.—They say, “ Our condition as a Church is that of peace, 
union, and brotherly love, though growing but little, and doing far less 
than we'acknowledge it is our duty todo in the service of our King;’ 
still, they have some hope that the word dispensed is not altogether with- 
out profit. | 
Jerusalem.—Though few in number, they desire that all the graces of 
the Holy Spirit may be enjoyed by them. They enjoy peace and dwell. 
together in brotherly love. They send five dollars for the Missionary 
Society of the Columbia Baptist Association. | 
_.Goose Creek,—T hey say, “ Our condition as a Church is rather cold 
and dull, increasing but little; yet we praise the Lord that we are enjoy- 
ing peace and brotherly love among ourselves, and have the privilege of 
having the Gospel regularly preached to us by our. beloved brother 
Ogilvie. | F 
2d Ebenezer.—They hail the approach of the meeting of the Associa- 
tion, and welcome the brethren to their houses. No important change 
has taken place since the last annual meeting; but they, earnestly pray 
and confidently believe, that the labors of their beloved pastor, brother 
-Jones, will eventuate in an abundant harvest to the honor and glory 


Pia ws" EDWARD KINGSFORD, 
7 | JOHN OGILVIE. . 
. After an affectionate and solemn exhortation by the Moderator, and 
prayer by brother Kingsford, the Association adjourned. 
| | O. B. BROWN, Moderator. 
Rosertr H. Payne, Clerk. 


‘ Preaching on Friday: Brother Marders, from Luke xv: 10. Bro- 
ther Baker, from Luke xxiv: 47. Brother Ogilvie, from James i: 18. 
— On Saturday :, Brother Kingsford, from Isaiah hii: 11. Brother 
Brown, from John iii: 7. Brother Ogilvie, from Mark ix: 7. 

_ On Lord's day: Brother Baker, from Mark ix: 1. Brother 
Brown, from John xiv: 20. neo : 


‘ 


(CIRCULAR LETTER: 


Tur Cortumpia Baprisr AssoctlaTION 
To THE ASSOCIATED Cuurcnes, Greeting : 


Betovep Breruren: The great Head of the Church has blessed us 
with another harmonious meeting, for which our sincere gratitude 1s 
justly due. In conformity with our usual custom, we present you our 
annual address, Pesee — “ 

The subject to which we will invite your attention, is that of the na- 


ture and legitimate office of prayer. We select this subject because of 


its vast importance in the life of grace, and because of the indications of 
ignorance, or, at least, of misapprehensions concerning it, So strongly ex- 
hibited in modern efforts to assume the sovereignty of the kingdom of 
heaven by its omnipotent power. ~ | 

Prayer is an expression of the desire of the heart to God in the name 
of Jesus Christ, and in the confidence of faith, for things in accordance 
with his will, which will is revealed to us in the Scripture. ‘To be ef- 
fectual, it must proceed from a holy desire, from a firm belief in the pro- 
mises of God, froma consciousness of our own spiritual poverty, and 
from an apprehension of the Divine glory in Christ as the only medium 
of access, having for its ultimate end the promotion and enjoyment of his 
glory. 

To understand more perfectly its nature and its office, we must view it 
+n connection with the whole train of graces developed in the work of 
redemption. | , 

Man isa ruined sinner, totally depraved in his nature. Sin is abhor- 
rent'to God. He is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity. He cannot 
look upon evil. He rs angry with the wicked every day. Such a one 
cannot approach God in his own character ; nor can he conceive a thought 
which God will approve. Sovereign grace alone can save him, both in 
providing a ransom, and in renewing the affections of his soul that he 
may enjoy salvation, All these are secured in the covenant of redemp- 
tion, In the progress of the work, a train of causes and effects is devel- 
oped, exhibiting the glory of God in all the harmony and beauty of infi- 
nite wisdom, infinite power, and infinite goodness. i 

The primary cause of salvation is the love of God. God so loved the 
world that he guve his only begotten Son. The procuring cause is the 
vicarious work of Jesus Christ. He died for owr sins. We are made 
the righteousness of God in him. The dispensing cause is the sovereign 
pleasure of God. He hath mercy on whom he will have mercy, and 
whom he will he hardgneth. ‘Vhe instrumental cause is the gospel. It 
hath pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that be- 
lieve. The efficient cause is the Holy Ghost. We are born of the Spr- 
rit. Born, not of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God. These-causes, which are the graces of God towards us, produce 
all those graces in us which we call experience, and which constitute the 
vitality of religion. ‘These are the effects, Love is that grace of the 
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Spirit in us which makes us desire sanctification more than pardon, and 
to glorify God rather than to be glorified of him. The love of God is 
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, Faith is that grace by 


which we receive Christ and appropriate his promises to ourselves, He 


ts the author of our faith. The grace of penitence constitutes that dis~ 


a 


out a sprit of grace and of supplications, Prayer, then, is not a work, 
but a grace; the same as’ love, and faith, and repentance. All these 


of God. When our renewed mind maintains the ascendancy, we walk 
not after the flesh but after the Spirit, The exercise of prayer, then, 


_ ike the exercise of love, faith, and Tepentance, is the exercise of the 


grace of God in the heart, to which we are exhorted in the strongest 
terms, because our spirits have an agency in it, | ) 

Such is the nature of prayer. Its legitimate office is to ask and re 
ceive the blessings which God, in his infinite mercy, is pleased to bestow, 
It has pleased him, in the constitution of the ecohomy of grace, to appoint 
prayer as the medium of communication with him, through which alb 
favors are dispensed, When his own Son assumed his mediatorial office 


necessary that he should pray as it is for us. All the blessings of the 
covenant of grace he has secured to us through prayer, a summary of 
which is given us in the seventeenth of John. Now that he has gone to 
heaven to represent us there, he holds intercourse with us through the 
same medium. For the blessings which he has determined to bestow, 
he gives usa spirit of supplication; and in answer to the prayer, he grants 
the favors, | | 7 

Such being the office of prayer, it must be evident that it cannot change 
the purpose of God. Whatsoever we ask in the name of Christ, that he 
will-do; but we cannot ask an y thing in his name which he,has not pre- 


know not what we should pray. for as we ought; but the Spirit itself 


maketh intercession for us with EToanings which cannot be uttered, 
We are not at a loss what to desire. We desire the destruction of all 
sin, both in ourselves and others, and that every human being should be 
converted to Christ, but we calnot pray for it as we ought; that is so. as 


indeed, to convert any one particular individual; and unless his Spirit 
shall so help our infirmity as to be in us an interceding Spirit for the 
conversion of an individual, however near to us that individual may be, 
Wwe caunot so pray for it as to insure an answer. 


Here we observe, that wher we ask for things promised in his word, 
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ave should ask with confidence. So when our Saviour prayed, Father, 
J will that these also whom thou hast given me be wrth me where I am, 


he did not add, if it be thy will, for he knew it was his Father’s will. It 


was the covenant stipulation of the Father to the Son; yet not without 
the prayer of the Son, but that the Son should ask and the Father be- 
stow. So when we pray for persevering grace: we do not say, of rt be 
thy will, for we know it is his will. He has promised it; yet not without 
prayer ; but that we shall pray for it, and he will bestow the blessing. 

But when we pray for things which he has not promised, it must be in 
perfect resignation to his will. Our Saviour has also given us an exam- 
ple of this. When the hour of his last suffering approached, the imme- 
diate prospect of his agonizing death was too terrific for endurance ; and 
he prostrated himself before the God of righteousness and cried, Father, 
all things are possible with thee ; take away this cup from me. But his 
Father had given him no such promise ; therefore his prayer was not in 
confidence, but in resignation to his Father’s pleasure; and so he added : 
nevertheless, not what I wall, but what thou wilt. 'The cup was not ta- 
ken away, for he drank its very dregs. This should be a pattern for us 
in all our prayers for what is not promised us in the word of God. 

In all our afflictions, prayer is our privilege,and our only relief; and the 
Lord may give us the grace, or a spirit of prayer concerning any point 
on which the mind is troubled, without our understanding the way in 
which he designs to answer. In such cases we shall always receive an 
equivalent for what we ask, though it may not be in kind. ‘The prayer 
of our Saviour in Gethsemane was in Spirit; and though the cup was 
not removed, his prayer was answered; for there appeared an angel 
unto him from heaven strengthening him, and his Father inspired him 
with fortitude to bear the load withouta murmur. So Paul, when a 
thorn was given him in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet him, 
besought the Lord thrice that it might be removed. He had no promise 
of its removal, nor did it please the Lord to take it away; yet his prayer 
was in the Spirit, and it was answered by an equivalent. The Lord 
promised him sustaining grace, such as animated both him and Silas, 
when in the dungeon of Philippi they broke out in such joyful songs of 
praise as made the prison to tremble, their shackles to fall, the doors to 
open, and the whole household of the jailor to glorify the Lord Jesus, 
This was happier for Paul than it would have been for the thorn to have 
been removed, and for him to have avoided the scourge and the prison. 
So the prayer of faith shall always be answered, either in kind. or in 
equivalent. : | | 

As the legitimate office of prayer is to obtain by asking the blessings 
which we receive, so it is essential to the enjoyment of religion in our 
own souls, and to our usefulness to others. We are not warranted in 
believing that God ever dispenses a blessing but in answer to prayer. 
Had not Stephen in his dying moments prayed for his murderers, we 
have no reason to believe that Saul of ‘Tarsus would ever have been con- 
verted to Christ. If it be said that God had chosen him and foreordained 
him to the apostleship, it may with equal truth be said, that God had 
foreordained that Stephen should pray for him, and that Stephen’s prayer 
should be answered in his conversion. The determinate counsel of God 
embraces the whole train of causes and effects connected with the salva- 
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tion of a sinner as certainly as their end in the consummation of his sal- 

vation ; and among these, prayer isa necessary part. Without prayer, 

a link would be deficient and the chain broken. Election will no more 
save a sinner without prayer, than without faith or repentance, Nor does 
this idea clash with the doctrine; for prayer is equal] y a grace of the 
Holy Spirit of God, dispensed according to his purpose. 

’ The privilege of prayer is extensive.’ The privilere we say; for 
though a duty, it is more than a duty; and if attempted only on the prin- 
ciple of discharging an obligation, it will be unavailing. “It is first for 
ourselves ; for if we have not the Spirit of Christ ourselves, we can nei- 
ther exemplify the power of religion to others, nor pray for them in Spi- 
rit. So Jesus prayed first for himself, because the blessings of all his 
people depended on what he himself received. The moment a sinner re- 
ceives thorough conviction of guilt, the Holy Spirit, who é¢onvinces him 
of sin, convinces him also that Jesus is the Saviour of sinners, and in- 
clines him to cry for mercy in that name. But for this, the sinner would 
sink in despair. Nor does he ever receive a promise of mercy but in 
answer to this cry. Even the dying thief, though penitent and believing, 
received no promise till he prayed to his dying Saviour. Out of the 
belly of hell Jonah cried unto the Lord, and the Lord heard his prayer 
and delivered him. When Ananias was sent as an angel of mercy to 
comfort the heart-broken Saul of Tarsus, the reason which the Lord as- 
signed for sending him was, behold he prayeth. Innumerable examples - 
enforce the exhortations which abound in all parts of the Scriptures, en- 
couraging us to pray without ceasing, from the assurance that in every 
exigency it will bring certain and ample relief, 

But the privilege and benefit of prayer are not confined to ourselves. 
The spirit of religion is benevolence. It infuses in the heart love to our 
fellow men, and the grace of the Holy Spirit in the Christian leads him 
to pray for them. ‘The prayer which Christ taught his disciples stands 
in the plural number, though designed for each one in his closet. This 
shows that Christians areall one in Christ, ever present in Spirit, having 
written upon their hearts the royal law to love each other as themselves, 
and to pray for each other as they pray for themselves. Pray one for 
another, is the precept of the Holy Spirit, and the obedience of his precept 
is enforced in his gracious influence upon the mind. A wandering Chris- 
tian'is a'grief to his brethren. It is the office of prayer in the brethren 
to ask for his reclamation, and to receive him returning to the fold with 
-theekness and penitence. A backsliding soul has so quenched the Spirit 
that he cannot pray; but through the prayers of his brethren the Spirit 
of ‘supplication is restored to him, and in penitential grief he cries, not 
only for himself, but also for all in similar circumstances, Lord, take 
away all iniquity, and receive us graciously. ‘The office of prayer on 
the part of his ‘brethren is then accomplished, and in himseif it is again 
begun.’ In‘answer to his prayer the Lord replies, I will heal them of 
their backshiding, I will love them freely; for mine anger is turned 
away from him. Thus between Christians, who compose the body of 
Christ, there is a mutual dependance, and it is the office of prayer to ex- 
ercise it to their mutual benefit, by asking and receiving on behalf of 
each other. 

lis office also extends beyond the bounds of the Church. An impeni- 


TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING. 15 


tent'sinner is never renewed through his own prayers ; for he cannot pray 
till the grace of prayer is first given him. That renovating grace is glv- 
en through the prayers of Christians. When Christ was bleeding upon 
the cross he prayed for his tormentors, Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do. In answer to that prayer, the Father, on the 
day of pentecost, sent the spirit of faith, of penitence, and of prayer into 
the hearts of many of his murderers, and revealed in them his pardon- 
ing mercy. So dying Stephen prayed for Saul of ‘Tarsus, and received 
this answer: the Lord took Stephen to heaven, where, secure from all 
suffering, and free from all evil, he could look down and see this same 
Saul honoring his Lord by performing the same labors, and suffering the 
same persecutions, from which he had ejected Stephen. Though he had 
maliciously sought the destruction of Stephen, the Lord perverted his de- 
sign, and made him as a sentinel sent to the relief of Stephen, and to bear 
for him the labors and sufferings of the campaign, while he, from the 
mansion of glory, could look down and behold with ineffable pleasure the 
progress of the war, and join the songs of victory. ‘Thus was Stephen 
resting in glory while Paul was finishing the work which he. had. left 
undone on earth; till finally, when that work. was finished, he met Paul 
as he arrived at the gate of heaven with the most cordial salutation ; and 
-n mutual embraces they sat down together upon the same throne to re- 
joice forever in the reward which grace had assigned to that successful — 
warfare. Such was the office of prayer when Stephen cried, Lord, lay 
not this sin to their charge. | 

That the grace of prayer extends to the privilege of praying for others, 
appears from the successful prayers of the Lord’s people for sinners Te- 
corded in many cases in both the testaments. Moses prayed successfully 
for Israel when God would have destroyed them. The nobleman of Ca- 
pernaum prayed for his son, and Christ healed him. The centurion 
prayed for his servant, and the Liord answered him. The woman of Ca- 
naan prayed for her daughter, and he cast the devil out of her, A father 
prayed to Jesus to deliver his son from the possession of the devil, and 
Jesus delivered him. These cases teach us, that itis our privilege to 
pray for others; and as no blessing is conferred but in answer to prayer, 
so we may be assured that sinners will never be converted to Christ un- 
less Christians pray for them. In all these instances their prayers were 
fervent; and if we expect an answer to such prayers, we must identify 
the persons for whom we pray with ourselves, and make their case our 
own, ..When we do this, the prayer Is of the Spirit of God, and it will 
surely be answered. 

It was so with Moses when he prayed for Israel. They had turned 
away from the Lord and set up a golden calf for their God. The Lord 
proposed to destroy them, and to make of Moses alone a great nation. 
Moses declined it ; but said, If thow wilt, forgive their sin ; and uf not, 
blot me I pray thee out of thy hook. ‘Thus he identified himself with 
them; and the Lord heard him. ‘The Lord had said, Let me alone, that 
my wrath may wax hot against them, and that I may consume them ; 
for while Moses thus prayed for them the Lord could not, consistently 
with his promise, consume them. But Moses would not let him alone. 
He continued thus to pray, and the Lord saved Israel. , 

So when the woman of Canaan prayed to Jesus on behalf of her 
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daughter, she made the daughter’s case her own. Lord, said she, hare 
mercy on ME; and she was as importunate and as persevering as if it had 
been her own soul in jeopardy. The man also who brought his son 
possessed of a devil to Jesus, made the case of his son his own. If thou 
canst do anu thing, have compassion on us and help us. Such should 
be our exercise in relation to those for whom we would pray ; and when 
such a spirit of grace and supplication is given us, we shall be more effec- 
tual, more fervent in our prayers; and, while wrestling with God through 
the darkness of the night, and receiving his answer in the dawning of the 
morning, we shall as sincerely thank him for the spirit of prayer by 
which we cried to him, as for the blessing received in answer to prayer. 
If such be the nature and office of prayer, we should bear in mind its 
importance and power as a grace, and the great danger of regarding it 
asa work. ‘There is cause to fear that it is sometimes relied upon as a 
Saviour, instead of the grace given us by him for asking and receiving 
the benefits which are freely and unconditionally given in him. If we 
view prayer as the mere exercise of a power which nature has given to 
every one, and that by the exertion of this power, like that of soliciting 
favor from a fellow man, we may obtain the promise of eternal life, we 
shall make of it a Saviour, and ‘so fail of the true grace of God. Lest 
simners should fall into this snare, great care should be taken when ex- 
Horting them to prayer, to show its nature and _ its legitimate office. It 
should no more be neglected in our exhortations than faith and repent - 
ance. It belongs to the same class of graces with them, and we can no 
more be saved without it; but, like them, it is also a grace of the Holy 
. Spirit, and the free gift of God in Christ Jesus. We have so often heard 
exhortations addressed to both saints and sinners to pray, and with pro- 
mises of great blessings in answer, and yet prayer so represented as to 
deave the impression that it is but the exercise of the natural power of 
asking, independent of special grace, that we are persuaded our fears on 
this point are not entirely groundless, 
From a consideration of the nature and legitimate office of prayer, we 
dearn also the error of supposing that we may choose for ourselves an 
object which we would gain, and then certainly obtain it by prayer. 
Persons have deliberated upon subjects which they have thought highly 
desirable, and come to the resolution that they will gain them by prayer, 
as though the Spirit were at their own disposal. They reason thus: 
**God has promised to give what we ask in faith, expecting to receive it. 
We will ask this favor, and we shall surely receive it. He has promised 
when two of us shall agree as touching any thing that we shall ask, it 
shall be done for us. We mutually agree to ask this favor, and we shall 
receive it. We have a double promise; one to our individual petition, 
the other to our concert in prayer; and we cannot fail.” This reasoning 
is plausible ; but it is refuted by the congideration, that saying prayers is 
not always praying, and we know not what we should pray for as we 
ought. Unless God gives a spirit of prayer for this object, however 
strongly we may desire it, or however commendable the thing may be 
in itself, we cannot pray for it as we ought, and we may look in vain for 
a direct answer to our petition. 'T'o attempt to pray for any proper object 
and to continue raising our cry to God for it, is our duty and our privilege ; 
for we know not but he may meet our effort and give us his Spirit to help 
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our infirmity; but the residue of the Spirit is his, and his purpose go- 
verns. If prayer be nothing but the expression of a desire to God, and to 
the expression of that desire the answer is promised, why was not: Paul 
answered in the salvation of his kindred according to the flesh? His 
heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel was, that they might be 
saved. They were not saved, except a remnant. It was his earnest desire 
and his continued prayer. God had not promised it, nor did he grant it. 

‘he desire and the prayer were commendable in Paul, and God answer- 


ed his prayer in the salvation of many thousands of the Gentiles; but it 


was God’s purpose that the diminishing of the Jews should be the riches 
of the Gentiles, and his purpose could not be frustrated. So if we, by 
our prayers, could procure the conversion of any of our near relations, 
they would all be saved, and with them all the world. 

There is danger of another error orowing out of a misconception of 
the nature and office of prayer. Itis the supposition that God gives: no 
special spirit of prayer, and that the Christian, and especially the Chris- 
tian minister, may choose his object, and at all times pray with effect for 
that object. Is not this implied in the practice of a minister inviting sin- 
ners in his congregation to leave their seats and walk forward for him to 
pray for them? It seems to be telling them in effect, that he knows 


what to pray for as he ought, and that he can pray effectually for those 


who come forward to receive the benefit of his prayers, but not for oth- 


ers. But is such the fact? We are not convinced that it is; and there is 


a possibility that sinners may be deluded into a reliance upon such pray- 
ers, The most ignorant of the papists believe, that on confession, a priest 
can pardon their sins. The more intelligent among them do not believe 
in the power of the priest to pardon, but they believe that through his 
prayers for them, absolution is certainly obtained ; which has the same 
practical effect as the former. They have the like pernicious tendency 
to delude immortal souls to their everlasting ruin. Is it not likely that 
this dangerous error originated in a practice similar to what has ob- 
tained among some of us, that of first inviting, then pressing persons to 
come forward in a congregation to receive the benefit of the minister’s 
prayers, under the impression that this 1s the first important step towards 
heaven, and when taken, the others will be almost certain to follow ? 
When error, however harmless it may appear, is once introduced, we 
have no rule to circumscribe its bounds, nor can we know how far it may 
extend. Knowledge only can detect and eradicate it. 

If a knowledge of the nature and office of prayer shows the dan- 
ger of its impropet use, So, On the other hand, it teaches us the vast im- 


portance of its continual exercise as a grace of the Holy Spirit. The 


Holy Spirit, like the atmosphere we breathe, gives life to the new-born 
soul; and prayer is the respiration by which we receive and enjoy vitali- 
ty. It is inseparably connected with every other grace of the Spirit. 
Neither faith, nor hope, nor love, can’ exist without it, any more than the 
functions of the body can continue without breath. Asa salubrious at- 
mosphere is necessary to the health of the body, so the spirit of prayet 
is essential to the health of the soul. Would you grow inthe knowledge 
of God, search the Scriptures with prayer. Would you know whether 
you are bound to heaven, breathe its atmosphere, and you will find whe- 
ther it is your element. If you love prayer, commune with your Sa- 
viour in its unceasing exercise, and you will love him more and more, 
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and perfect love will cast out fear. Would you avoid temptation, 
prayer alone will overcome; for “ praying will make thee leave sinning, 
or sinning will make thee leave praying.’ Would you glorify your 
Redeemer by a life of holiness and devotion which will recommend him 
to the world, live in the continual exercise of the grace of prayer. Would 
you seek the salvation of sinners, pray for them with all fervency of 
spirit, for the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man avarleth much. 
By prayer, wrestling Jacob became a prevailing Israel. It will remove 
mountains, It will exert a strength transcending that of Samson. It will 
prove a sling in the hand of a stripling which will make Goliah fall. | 
Only approach the throne in the name of Jesus, and that name, always 
precious to the Father, will accomplish all things; and as he departed 
from the scene of his suffering with prayer upon his dying accent, so 
will he bring you to enter into his glory with prayer m your expiring 
breath. | 

| O. B. BROWN, Moderator. 

R. H. Payne, Clerk. | 
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CORRESPONDING LETTER. 


Tur CoLumbia AssociaTIon, assembled in her 24th annual session, to , 
those Associations with which she corresponds: 


. BELOVED FOR THE TRUTH SAKE: It gives us pleasure to inform 
you that our present session has been harmonious, very pleasant, and we 
trust, also, will bea profitable one, The representation from our Churches 
is unusually full, and we are glad thus to be informed that peace pervades — 
our borders. The intelligence also from some of our Churches is truly 
encouraging. The great Head of the Church is pouring out his Spirit 
on parts of our Zion, and making manifest the power of his truth in the 
conversion of ruined sinners. May the gracious work continue, till the 
whole earth be filled with his glory. a 

Our hearts have also been cheered by the presence of Messengers from 
some of our sister Associations. We still solicit, dear brethren, a con- 
tinuance of your correspondence, and hope to meet.a fuller representa- 
tion from your bodies at our next session, to be held with the Broad Run 
Church, Fauquier county, Va., on the turnpike leading from Warrenton 
to Alexandria, about 6 miles from the former place, commencing on Thurs- 
day before the 4th Lord’s day, in August, 1844. We refer you to our 
minutes for information touching any matters of business which have oc- 
cupied our attention during the present session. We earnestly desire a 
more deeply pervading spirit of active benevolence among us, and we hope 
the dawn of a brighter day has already commenced. May this spirit be 
poured out upon us from on high, till our wilderness become a fruitful 
field, and our desert rejoice and blossom as the garden of God, For this 

we are disposed to labor. Assist us, dear brethren, by your interest at a 
throne of grace. | | ti ri 

0. B. BROWN, Moderator, 

‘R, HL, Payne, Clerh. as ary | et 
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» FRIDAY, August 25. 

The Association having adjourned to make way for the Missionary 
Society to hold its annual session, it was called to order by the Pre- 
sident, brother E. Kingsford. After singing, and prayer offered by 
brother O. B. Brown, the following Report was read, and adopted: 


REPORT. 


Avaustr 24, 1843.—The Board of Managers of the Missionary So- 
ciety of the Columbia Baptist Association, deeply regret their inability 
¢o make any thing like a satisfactory report to their constituents. One of 
dhe first objects connected with the duties assigned to them, your Board 
considered was the obtainment and employment of a suitable brother to 
Jabor as your missionary, within the bounds of the Association. This, 
to the present moment, they have been unable to effect; consequently 
nothing has been done. Your Board have no doubt but that the churches 
composing this body, are both able and willing to sustain a competent 
brother when such a one ean be found.. The Board have labored un- 
der great inconveniences during the past year, owing to the distance 
which the members live from each other, and the difficulty, growing out 
of this fact, of obtaining a quorum to transact business. They would re- 
- spectfully suggest the propriety of locating the President, Secretary, and 
Treasurer, and two other Managers, so near to each other, that a quorum 
may at all times be secured whenever it may be found necessary to meet 
for business. « 

Your Board is fully persuaded that the bounds of the Columbia Asso- 
ciation, and the immediate neighborhood, furnish ample scope for a labo~ 
rious, zealous, intelligent, faithful, and pious missionary, and they sin- 
cerely trust that their successors in office will berable to find and employ 
such a brother. | | 

All which is respectfully submitted. 


EDWARD KINGSFORD, President. 
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The following resolutions were then offered and unanimously. 


adopted : 


Resolved, That the pastors and churches composing this Association, : 


be most earnestly entreated to exert themselves to the best, of their ability 
to: procure the necéssary f unds to support a missionary within the bounds 
of this Association. 


Resolved, That the appropriation of twenty-five dollars made wy this | 


Association, constitute all the churches and their pastors, members of the 
Missionary Society of the Columbia Baptist Association. 


Resolved, That the President be empowered to call a meeting of the 


Board, or the Society, at any time or capa which, in his judgment, will 
promote the interests of the Society. 
On motion, a committee, consisting of aaknel Marders, Hixon, 


and.Gibson, was appointed t to nominate. a board of officers and mana- . 


Sets forthe ensuing year. it aadltad’ jaabte 
_ The following were ‘reported and aecepted : cust 1 ©) yailterd 


"EDWARD KINGSFORD, Povdsidions 
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